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Global Water Challenges



ÅUpdate on Australian Water Reform

ÅObservations on Current River Basin 

Challenges 

ÅSurface and Groundwater Irrigationð

where is it going???

ÅAustralian Water Partnership 

--through the lens of WRM (how do we 

get to solutions??)

The Talk Covers;



The Australian Story



Commissioner, Sir Ronald East 

straddling the River Murray at Nyah, 

Victoria during the drought of 1923





Pioneering and Discovery Phase 

1880 ï1920

Delivery Phase 1920 ï1985

Management Phase 1985 ïPresent

Evolution of Water Management



1.  Diminishing water security

Climate change and drought

Urban population growth

2.  Over-allocation of resources

Rapid and poorly managed expansion of irrigation 

(1960s-1980s)

Uncontrolled groundwater use

Drier climate since 1950s

3.  Environmental degradation

Salinity

Toxic algal blooms

Decline in native fish, birds and floodplain vegetation
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